Denver VC Primary School
Art Vocabulary Progression through the school
	Class 1

	Word
	Associated actions and tools

	
Drawing
Painting
Sculpture
Collage
Textiles
Printing
Line
Shape/Form
Colour
Texture
Pattern

	
Mark making using finger, stick, chalk, pastel, felt tip, chalk, pencil, charcoal
Using paint with a sponge, brush, hand, stick, roller, stamp 
Clay, plasticine, dough, explore, roll, cut, join, squeeze, press, stick, glue, rolling pin, tape.
Cut, rip, tear, arrange, stick, paper, tissue, foil, card, natural materials, fabric, pasta/rice
Wool, thread, join, fabric, decorate, weave, felt
Press, rub
Line, thin, wavy, straight, zigzag
Shape, circle, square, triangle, rectangle, long, short, round, straight
Colour names, dark, light, mix
Hard, soft, bumpy, smooth, shiny, wet, dry
Repeat



	Class 2

	Word
	Definition

	
Arch

Architect
Architecture
Building
Design
Dome
Feature

Gargoyle

Pillar

Purpose

Reason
Rose Window
Stained-Glass Window
Tower
Black
Brushstroke
Calm
Darker
Lighter
Materials

Mix
Primary Colours
Rough
Secondary Colours
Shade
Tint
Warm/Cool Colours

White
Curved
Imagination

Landscape
Loop
Materials
Shape
Straight
Thick
Thin
Wavy
Zigzag

2D
3D
Black
Corner
Darker
Edge
Geometric Shape
Lighter
Mix
Primary Colours


Sculpture
Shade
Tint
Warm/Cool Colours

White
Complementary Colours

Composition

Cut-Out

Feel
Fluffy

Geometric Shape
Hard
Mark
Organic Shape

Rough
Smooth
Soft

Texture
Visual Texture

Colour Mixing
Cubism

Detail
Emotion
Expression
Facial Features
Feeling
Interests

Portrait
Profile
Represent
Self-Portrait
Shade
Skin Tone
	
A curved part of a building that you can walk under, sometimes an arch holds up a bridge or a roof.
A person who designs buildings.
The art of designing buildings.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Planning and drawing how a building is going to look.
A rounded roof of a building with a circle-shaped base
An important think about the design of a building e.g what it is made out of, if it has curved or straight walls, if it has pillars, if it is symmetrical
A carved face of a person or an animal which acts as a spout to take the water away from a building.
A tall, straight part of a building that is sometimes decorated, often holds up another part of the building.
The reason why a building has been made and what it is used for.

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A stained-glass window which is in the shape of a circle.
A window, normally in a church, where coloured glass creates pictures or patterns.
A tall, narrow building, or part of a building.
The darkest colour
The marks a painter makes with their brush.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Red, Yellow and Blue.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Green, orange and purple - mixed by combining two primary colours.
When a colour is made darker by adding black, e.g. a shade of blue (dark blue).
When a colour is made lighter by adding white, e.g. a tint of blue (light blue).
Yellow, orange and red are warm colours. These colours create a warm mood. Blue, green and grey are cool colours. These colours create a cold mood.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A painting/drawing of a large area of the natural world, eg mountains or fields
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The darkest colour
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Shapes we can name, e.g. square, rectangle, triangle, circle.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Yellow, red and blue. These colours cannot be mixed from other colours. Two of them can be mixed to make secondary colours.

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
When a colour is made darker by adding black, e.g. a shade of blue (dark blue).
When a colour is made lighter by adding white, e.g. a tint of blue (light blue).
Yellow, orange and red are warm colours. These colours create a warm mood. Blue, green and grey are cool colours. These colours create a cold mood.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Any two colours which are opposite each other on the colour wheel, for example yellow and purple are complementary to each other.
How different ingredients in art (e.g. colour, shape, texture) are put together to make up a whole work of art.
The words Matisse used to describe his method of creating pictures with scissors and coloured paper.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

Shapes we can name, e.g. square, rectangle, triangle, circle.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A shape we cannot give a name to, unlike a geometric shape. These shapes are often found in the natural world.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

How an object feels.
When an artist uses different shapes, marks, colours, light or shade to show how something feels (texture).
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A way of painting and drawing where artists show more than one view of something in the same picture, like looking at many sides of a cube at once.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Eyes, nose, mouth, ears
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A piece of artwork showing a person
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
How an artist shows what a person is like in a portrait
A portrait that an artist creates of themselves
When a colour is made darker by adding black, e.g. a shade of blue (dark blue).
The shades of a person�s skin



	Class 3

	Word
	Definition

	
Architect
Architecture
Asymmetrical

Barcelona, Spain
Design
Diagonal
Dome
Frieze
Horizontal
In relief
In the round
Inspire
Materials

Mosaic

Nature
Pillar or Column

Stained-glass
Symmetrical

Tower
Vertical
Continuous Line
Curved
Diagonal

Edge
Form
Horizontal
Light

Line
Line Weight
Print

Shade
Shape
Sketch

Sketchbook
Straight
Thick
Thin
Vertical
Wavy
Woodblock Print
Zigzag
Architect
Architectural Drawing

Architecture
Construct
Construction
Design
Elevation
Engineer
Feature

Function
Innovative
Inspiration/Inspire

Materials
Model
Modern Architecture
Plan
Process
Section
Traditional Architecture

3D
Cast Shadow
Cross hatching

Form

Highlight
Mid-tone
Pop Art
Shade/Shadow
Still Life
Tints/Shades

Tone
Acrylic
Burnt Sienna

Cast Shadow
Chiaroscuro
Form

Ground
Highlight
Materials
Mid-tone
Primary Colours

Ray
Rayonism

Secondary Colours
Shade/Shadow
Tints/Shades

Tone
Underpainting


Yellow Ochre
Abstract
Applique
Cross-stitch

Embroidery
Lace
Loom
Needle
Needlework
Sew
Stitch
Tapestry

Thread
Warp Thread

Weaving
Weft Thread
2D

3D

Background
Depth
Detail
Dimension
Foreground
Foreshortening

Height
Middle Ground
Space
Width
	
A person who designs buildings
The art of designing buildings
Where the parts of an object, including a building do not look the same on both sides

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Planning and drawing how a building is going to look.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A rounded roof of a building with a circle-shaped base
A band of relief sculptures or painting on a wall, often near the top
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where sculptures stick out from a flat surface, rather than made all the way around
Where sculptures are carved or built all around, from front to back
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
What a building is made of e.g stone, brick, cement, steel

A picture or a pattern made by putting small pieces of stone, glass or tile together. Sometimes these decorate a floor
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A tall, straight part of a building that is sometimes decorated, often holds up another part of the building
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where the parts of an object, including a building look exactly the same on both sides, a mirror image
A tall narrow building or part of a building
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A line which does not end. It keeps going.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where an artist shows in a drawing/painting that an object is 3d rather than flat or 2d
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Light is a source of illumination, it allows us to see. There are natural and artificial sources of light on Earth.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The strength, heaviness or darkness of a line.
Where an artist has created an image on a block, put paint or ink on the block and then placed paper on top of the block. The image on the paper is the print.
When a colour is made darker by adding black, e.g. a shade of blue (dark blue).
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A rough drawing or painting, possibly to be looked at to be able to complete a finished drawing or painting.
A book containing sketches and work.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where a print is made by carving lines in a block of wood.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A person who designs buildings
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

The art of designing buildings
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The action of putting up a building
Planning and drawing how a building is going to look
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
An important thing about the design of a building e.g what it is made out of, if it has curved or straight walls, if it has pillars, if it is symmetrical
What a building is for e.g. a school is for children to learn in
A design which uses new ideas
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

What s a building is made of e.g stone, brick, cement or steel
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A building that has recently bene designed and built, e.g in the last 30 years
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The steps that are taken to make a building, from design to construction
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Architecture which uses ideas and design which come from classical architecture, such as the design of the Parthenon
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where an object makes a shadow on something else e.g. a table underneath it.
A technique of creating tone by drawing lines which cross over each other.

Form means the 3d shapes in art. In a drawing or painting an artist can create the illusion that an object is 3d rather than flat.
The parts of an object where the light is strongest or lightest.
Tones between the highlights and shadows.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The parts of an object that are darker.
A picture of something that does not move.
A tint is the mixture of a colour with white, which increases lightness, and a shade is the mixture of a colour with black, which reduces lightness.
How dark or light something is. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3d object.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A deep reddish-brown colour.

Where an object makes a shadow on something else e.g. a table underneath it.
An Italian word which means �light-dark�. A technique showing clear tonal contrasts.
Form means the 3d shapes in art. In a drawing or painting an artist can create the illusion that an object is 3d rather than flat.
The background colour which is painted onto a surface before starting a painting.
The parts of an object where the light is strongest or lightest.
The word scientists use to describe what things are made from, e.g. glass, wood
Tones between the highlights and shadows.
Yellow, red and blue. These colours cannot be mixed from other colours. Two of them can be mixed to make secondary colours.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

Green, orange and purple - mixed by combining two primary colours.
The parts of an object which are darker.
A tint is a mixture of a colour with white, which increases lightness, and a shade is the mixture of a colour with black, which reduces lightness.
How dark or light something is. Tones are created by the way light falls on a 3d object.
A layer of paint showing the different tones of an object in a painting and painted on top of the ground layer. Underpainting will be painted over with other colours once it is dry.
A yellowish-brown colour.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A stitch made of two stitches crossing over each other

The art of making patterns/pictures by sewing stitches onto cloth with a needle
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A frame used for weaving
A thin piece of metal with a point at one end and a hole at the other end for sewing
The art of sewing or embroidery
Making stitches with a needle
A loop of thread made by a needle when sewing
A thick piece of fabric, with patterns and sometimes, pictures on it. Tapestries are made by weaving.
A long thin strand used in sewing or weaving
Lengths of thread on a loom

A way of making fabric by crossing over threads.
Lengths of thread which are looped under and over the warp thread on a loom
A flat shape which only has height and width  2 dimensions. In a drawing the object that is drawn has only height and width.
Something 3d (3 dimensional) has height, width and depth � the three dimensions. You can touch it all the way around.
The part of a view that is furthest away from us in a picture.
The measurement of something from front to back. This is one of the dimensions.
A small part in a work of art which is clearly shown e.g. a blade of grass.
A measurement.
The part of a view that is closest to us in a picture.
Where an object or a person is shown to be bigger in the foreground and smaller in the background to create an illusion of space.

The measurement of something from top to bottom. This is one of the dimensions.
Between the foreground and the background.
The distance within, around and between things in art.
The measurement of something from side to side. This is one of the dimensions.



	Class 4 

	Word
	Definition

	Aardvark
Antelope
Bambara People
Benin City

Brass
British Forces

British Museum
Cast
Ceremony
Debate
Edo Peoples
Headdress
Ivory
Mali
Mould
Nigeria

Pangolin
Peoples
Plaque

Portuguese
Relief

Symbolic
Trade
Traders

Abstract

Abstract Expressionism

Acrylic
Asymmetrical
Brushstroke
Canvas
Colour Theory


Compare
Complementary

Curves
Decoration
Elaborate

Modernist

Natural Forms
Primary Colours

Rococo

Secondary Colours
Style


Technique
Anatomy
Classical
Dissect

Fresco
Horizon Line
Humanism

Linear Perspective

Medieval

Optics
Pigment
Plaster
Portrait
Proportion

Realistic
Renaissance
Sculptor
Sfumato
Technique
Tendon
Vanishing Point
Vantage Point
Visual Texture
Broken Brushstrokes
Brushwork
Complementary colours

Constructive brushstrokes

Emotion
En plein air
Exhibit
Imagination
Impressionism



Japanese
Landscape
Post-impressionism

Printmaking
Studio
Transient effects

Abstract

Cubism

Figurative
Impasto
Modernism

Sculpture
Statue
Technique

Architect
Baptistery
Basilica
Campanile
Carve
Cast
Classical
Contrapposto

Drapery
Duomo

Flat Relief
Florence
Guild
In relief
In the round
Linear Perspective

Marble
Medici

Pope
Realistic
Vatican CIty
	A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A group of peoples living mainly in Mali, Western Africa
A city in southern Nigeria, West Africa. Benin City flourished from the 14th-17th centuries as the centre of the Benin Kingdom.
A metal made by mixing two other metals, copper and zinc.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The process of making an object by shaping liquid metal in a mould.
A social or religious occasion often celebrating a particular event.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A group of peoples living mainly in southern Nigeria.
A covering for the head, especially worn in ceremonies.
A hard, white substance, made from the tusks of elephants, which can be carved.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A hollow container used for casting
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Members of a particular nation or community.
A flat, decorated slab, often square or rectangle that is fixed, to a wall or other surface and remembers an event or a person.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Where sculptures stick out from a flat surface, rather than being made all the way around
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Buying and selling of good and services
People who engage in trading goods or services
Art that doesn’t try to look like something, but uses shapes, colours, lines and form to achieve an effect.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Not symmetrical, different on one side of the design to the other.
The mark made by a paintbrush.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Information about how to create different colours by mixing (e.g. how to mix primary colours to make secondary colours) and the effect of different colour combinations (e.g. what happens when you put two complementary colours next to each other).
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Any two colours which are opposite each other on the colour wheel, for example yellow and purple are complementary to each other.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A style of art and design starting in the 1850s that rejected previous artistic styles, was often abstract, experimental and focussed on materials.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Yellow, red and blue. These colours cannot be mixed from other colours. Two of them can be mixed to make secondary colours.
A style of art and design from the 1700s which uses elaborate decoration, curvy lines and light colours. The style is light-hearted and pretty.
Green, orange and purple - mixed by combining two primary colours.
How a piece of art looks. Style is often divided into the style of a period of time in history, a country, a group of artists, art which is about a particular idea or how an artist creates a work of art.
A way of doing something, like painting a picture.
The structure of a human body and how it is arranged.
Something that is from Ancient Greek or Roman culture
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A mural that is painted onto wet plaster
The line where the sky meets the land or water.
The movement during the Renaissance to recover the values of Classical times which emphasised the extraordinary ability of the human mind.
The way lines and shapes are used to show three-dimensional space in a two-dimensional work of art.
The period in European history from about 600 AD to 1500 AD. Also known as the middle ages or dark ages
The study of sight and the behaviour of light.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A soft mixture for spreading on walls that becomes hard and smooth when it has dried
A piece of artwork showing a person

The relationship of the size of one part of the body to another part e.g. how tall a person is compared to the width of their arms.
A French word that means �re-birth�. Used to describe a new style of art and culture that started in Italy around 1400.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Allowing colours to blend into one another, to produce soft outlines.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
The point in a view where lines appear to meet.
A place to view something from.
The style an artist has of putting paint onto a painting with a brush
Any two colours which are opposite each other on the colour wheel, for example yellow and purple are complementary to each other
A term given to the technique used by Cezanne to describe using similar-sized parallel brushstrokes to show volume of a shape.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A French term which refers to painting a whole finished picture outside
Where an artist shows their works of art to others in an exhibition
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A movement which developed in art in the 19th century in France. It is based on painting outside, rather than in the studio from sketches. Main impressionist subjects were landscapes and scenes from everyday life. Artists associated with impressionism were Monet, Renoir and Degas.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A painting or drawing of a large area of the natural world, eg mountains or fields
A term which describes the change in impressionism from about 1886. Artists associated with postimpressionism were Cezanne, Van Gogh and Gauguin
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A room where an artist works
Trying to capture an effect in nature, for example the moving light in the sky, which only lasts for a short amount of time
Art that doesn't try to look like something, but uses shapes, colours, lines and form to achieve an effect
A way of painting and drawing where artists show more than one view of something in the same picture, like looking at many sides of a cube at once
Art that shows something of the real world in it. The opposite of abstract art
An area of thick paint in a painting
A style of art and design starting in the 1850's that rejected previous rtistic styles, was often abstract, experimental and focussed on materials.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A sculpture of a person
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers

A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
A large, important church centrally located in Roman towns.
A bell tower
The act of using tools to shape something from a material by scraping away.
A way of making a sculpture by pouring liquid, for example liquid metal, into a mould.
Something that is from Ancient Greek or Roman culture
An Italian word used to describe a standing human figure where the weight is placed on one leg causing the head, shoulders and body to twist.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Italian word for cathedral.

Where relief sculpture is particularly flat not very much raised from the surface.
The capital of Italy’s Tuscan region. Michelangelo’s home city.
An organisation made up of a group of craftsmen.
Where sculptures stick out from a flat surface, rather than made all the way around
Where sculptures are carved or built all around, from front to back
The way lines and shapes are used to show three-dimensional space in a two-dimensional work of art.
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
An important Italian family, who were bankers and lived in Florence during the renaissance.
The head of the Roman Catholic church
A key word to be taught and defined by teachers
Headquarters of the Roman Catholic church and home to the Pope. Surrounded by the city of Rome (capital of Italy).



