
  
 

  
 

Spirituality in Denver School  

A Policy 

At Denver VC School our shared Christian vision is to seek to discover and celebrate whatever is good in each individual through the values of 

Discover - Value - Celebrate - Praise 

 

Let your light shine (Matthew 5:16) 

Our vision influences the ethos of our school and the policies and practices within it. We believe that spirituality is a core thread that runs through 
our school, and we attach great importance to it for both children’s development and for the growth and well-being of all within our school 

community. 



  
 

  
 

 
We aim for children, and adults, to grow in their ability to: 

 be guided by their beliefs and values, respect others and welcome difference 
 be self-aware and empathise with the experience of others in the  school and wider community 
 love themselves, care for themselves, believe in their potential to achieve, and find inner strength and resilience when facing challenges 
 exercise imagination and creativity, appreciate beauty in the world and be alive to experiences of awe and wonder 
 be intrigued by mystery and be open to awe and wonder in the whole of life 
 be comfortable with stillness and silence and open to engage in reflection/meditation/prayer 
 be ready to say sorry when mistakes are made, to forgive themselves and to forgive others 
 be willing to take risks and to reflect, learn and grow following experiences of failure as well as success 
 demonstrate curiosity and open mindedness when exploring life’s big questions 
 appreciate and be thankful for what is good in life like friends and family, and show generosity towards others 

(From David Smith’s work on Spiritual Capacities & amended through our discussions) 
  



  
 

  
 

Our working definition of ‘spirituality’ 
As a child, staff and governor team, we have agreed on a definition of spirituality in our school community to support us as we talk about 
spirituality. (Appendix 1) 

Spirituality is about making sense of the world and our own experiences. It means: 

Wondering about life’s big questions 

Noticing the amazing things around us 

Thinking about how we feel inside 

Spirituality is about: 



  
 

  
 

 

 

 

We have been working on developing a shared understanding of spirituality in our school community. Here is a photo of our spiritual space.  



  
 

  
 

 

 
  



  
 

  
 

Legal requirements: 
Section 78 of the Education Act 2002 states: 
The curriculum for a maintained school or maintained nursery school satisfies the requirements of this section if it is a balanced and broadly-
based curriculum which:  

(a) promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and  
(b) prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

 

The SIAMS Schedule 2024 references spirituality in IQ3 ‘How do the theologically rooted Christian vision and the Anglican/Methodist foundation 
of the school shape worship and spirituality in the school?’  The Church of England Vision for Education has a core desire for ‘Life in all its 
fullness’ (John 10:10) which requires educating the whole person.  
 
The OFSTED framework 2024 states that provision for pupil’s spiritual development is important as shown by this extract: 
 
344. Inspectors will evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural education. This is a broad 
concept that can be seen across the school’s activities but draws together many of the areas covered by the personal development judgement.  

345. Provision for the spiritual development of pupils includes developing their:  

 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life 
 knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values  
 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them  
 use of imagination and creativity in their learning  
 willingness to reflect on their experiences 

 

  



  
 

  
 

We support pupils in their spiritual development: 

 through inclusion in collective worship. 
 in RE 
 in the wider curriculum e.g. outdoor learning 
 By capturing opportunities for awe and wonder as they arise 
 By providing ‘Sacred Spaces’ in classrooms, public spaces, outside, and by using the church building, and through the ‘Prayer Spaces in 

School’ website. Having a focussed prayer spaces week bi-annually. 
 offering pupils opportunities to develop their own spiritual leadership, through leading collective worship and other opportunities 

 
 

As a staff team: 

 We have a staff understanding of spiritual development. 
 We have a culture within our school that recognises the importance of spirituality to individuals, both children and staff. 
 We revisit spirituality as an area for consideration in our staff meetings and offer training. 
 Our governors monitor the impact of our spirituality focus. They do this through their Foundation Committee Meetings, learning walks, 

Collective Worship Monitoring, conversations with staff and children 
 We seek to provide guidance to support staff in this aspect of our curriculum.  
 We ensure new staff are aware of our school policy on spiritual development. 
 We use models to support our own thinking in spirituality, such as  the ‘Windows, Mirrors, Doors, Candle’ approach. (Appendix 2) 
 We have a variety of spiritual spaces both inside and outside the school building. 
 We are aware of spiritual development shown across four key areas of Self, Others, Beauty and Beyond (Andrew Rickett / Rebecca Nye). 

(Appendix 4) 



  
 

  
 

 We recognise that children will have different ‘Spiritual Temperaments’ or ‘Sacred Pathways, through the work of Gary Thomas (2010) and 
Myra Perrine (2007). This will influence our planning as we look to nurture spirituality across the curriculum, not just in RE and Collective 
Worship. (Appendix 3)  

 We use the ‘Ricketts Grids’ to support our understanding of progression in spiritual development in these four areas of Self, Others, Beauty 
and Beyond. (Appendix 4) 

 We are actively exploring an agreed language within our community that starts with our definition and nurtures an awareness of spirituality and 
its importance to support the well-being and development with the children. 

 We aim to help each pupil to develop a spiritual understanding in terms of their own cultural context. 
 We share with parents, whenever possible, the outcomes of our focus on spiritual development through newsletters, social media, displays 

and our website. 
 We explore spirituality with our benefice and others who can further support our spiritual journey. 

 
Our awareness and understanding of spiritual development will enrich what we offer to the children and to all in our school community. As part of 
increasing our understanding of spirituality we will develop a vocabulary which will assist our community to articulate our thinking as clearly as 
possible. We also acknowledge that sometimes there are no clear answers to some questions, and we will support children in dealing with this 
ambiguity. 

Other related policies: 

 RE 
 Collective Worship  
 Teaching and Learning 
 Behaviour  
 RSHE & citizenship 
 Outdoor Learning 
 All subject specific curriculum policies 



  
 

  
 

 
This policy will be monitored by the governors as part of their monitoring schedule and will be shared in our wider community with parents, carers and 
our benefice. A key feature of the policy is that we will defend the right to be different in our beliefs, acknowledging that spirituality will be different for 
each person depending on their life experiences, cultural heritage, religious beliefs for example, all of which will enrich what we can offer to the 
children and all members of our school community. 

  



  
 

  
 

Appendix 1 

At a staff meeting we explored what we thought Spirituality might be so we can use these ideas to develop our school definition.  

Spirituality is about: 

 Who we are? 
 Light bulb moments 
 Learning it is okay to make mistakes 
 Being yourself 
 Challenging prejudice and stereotypes 
 Like standing on a beach looking out at the vastness of the ocean. 
 Finding our place in the world 
 Exploring how we fit in? 
 Understanding why terrible things occur in the world? 
 Opportunity to step out of the ordinary & look at the bigger picture 
 Denver School’s New Year resolution for 2025 is “Be creative in our thinking” 
 Awe & wonder 
 Mysteries 
 Open mindedness 
 Questioning & challenging 
 Seeking a unique perspective 
 Finding common ground 

We developed a draft definition: 

“Spirituality is like standing on a beach looking out with awe and wonder at the vastness of the world. It is the exploration of who we are and how 
we can be ourselves: secure in uncertainty; thinking creatively; seeking common ground; exploring new perspectives and being open to 



  
 

  
 

difference. In demonstrating our spiritual awareness, we will question and challenge ideas; seek and recognise ’light bulb’ moments and be 
fearless in defending the right to be different.” 

 

Once the draft definition and policy were developed staff worked with children to develop their understanding of the spiritual. At the end of this 
document there are several pages capturing the children’s ideas which were then incorporated into our definition.  

 

 

 

 

  



  
 

  
 

Appendix 2: Model for the Spiritual Journey   

A Spiritual Journey 

‘We touch on spiritualty when we encounter an experience on life’s journey that causes us to reflect on the deeper things in life, its meaning, and our 
purpose within it, and as a consequence our lives are transformed.’ Jon Westwood 

 

 

  



  
 

  
 

Appendix 3: Spiritual Temperaments 

1. Naturalists: Communing with God Outdoors - Naturalists feel closest to God when surrounded by what He has made. 
2. Sensates: Communing with God with the Senses - Sensates feel closest to God when in services and activities where they are using all of their 

senses. 
3. Traditionalists: Communing with God through Ritual and Symbol - Traditionalists feel closest to God when participating in spiritual activities 

that involve rituals, symbols, and liturgy.   
4. Ascetics: Communing with God in Solitude and Silence - Ascetics feel closest to God when experiencing and enjoying God alone.  
5. Activists: Communing with God through Confronting Injustice - Activists feel closest to God when standing up for His justice by confronting sin 

and social evil.  
6. Caregivers: Communing with God by Loving Others - Caregivers feel closest to God when ministering to and serving the poor, sick, suffering, 

and grieving.  
7. Enthusiasts: Communing with God through Celebration and Joy. - Enthusiasts feel closest to God when celebrating God and his love in their 

favourite form of worship. 
8. Contemplatives: Communing with God through Adoration - Contemplatives feel closest to God when participating in prayer, adoration, and 

reflection on God’s love. 
9. Intellectuals: Communing with God through the Mind -Intellectuals feel closest to God when reading, studying, and learning something new 

about Him. 

 

  



  
 

  
 

Appendix 4: Ricketts Grids 

 



  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
  



  
 

  
 

Appendix 5: Relevant reading 

 

 Church of England Education Office (CEEO) Spiritual Development – Interpretations of Spiritual Development in the Classroom (2019)  
 Understanding Your Spiritual Temperament - Gary Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  
 

Class 1 Views on Spirituality 

 

 



  
 

  
 

Class 3 Views on Spirituality: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
 

Class 2 Views on Spirituality: 

 

 



  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  
 

 

 



  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
 

 

  



  
 

  
 

Class 4 held a discussion on Spirituality and elicited the following responses: 

 

The idea of finding things fascinating. 
Not just what we see but how it makes us feel. 

Our relationships with each other and how we can connect to support 
others in the world. 

Trying to find answers and make sense of the bigger, unexplained ideas 
and questions. 

Why are we here? Were we here to help make connections? 
 

 

 

 


