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I can hardly believe that we have already reached the end of the first half term of this academic year!
It has been a busy and exciting few weeks, with so much wonderful learning and so many special
experiences taking place across the school. Our October newsletter gives you just a flavour of
everything the children have been enjoying and achieving; | hope you enjoy reading about what we
have been up to.

I would like to wish all our children and families a wonderful and restful half-term break. Thank you,
as always, for your continued support.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 2" November, refreshed and
ready for another exciting and very busy half term as we head towards Christmas!

We are delighted to congratulate Mrs Wright, who has successfully achieved her NPQ SENCo
qualification. This is a fantastic achievement and reflects her continued commitment to supporting
our children with SEND.

Congratulations also go to Mrs Blount, who is now a fully trained ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support
Assistant). This training will further strengthen the emotional wellbeing support available to children
across the school. Well done to them both!

A reminder that Mr Rackham will be undergoing surgery on his other knee during the half-term break
and will therefore be away from school for the first two weeks after half term. During his absence,
Miss Pennock, who previously taught Class 2 at Denver, will be covering, providing a familiar face for
our school community.

We all wish Mr Rackham well with his operation and hope he has a smooth and speedy recovery.

Parent Consultation Evenings

Parent Consultation Evenings will take place after half term on 9th and 11th November. These
meetings provide a valuable opportunity to discuss your child's progress, celebrate their
achievements, and talk about next steps in their learning with their class teacher. The booking link
has been shared with parents/carers. If you experience any problems booking an appointment,
please contact the school office.
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150" Anniversary Rose and Plaque

A huge thank you to the Friends of Denver School, who have kindly provided a beautiful rose and
commemorative plaque to mark the spot where our 150th anniversary time capsules were buried.
The rose and plaque provide a lovely, lasting reminder of this very special milestone in Denver’s
history, ready for future generations of pupils to enjoy.

Open Morning

Yesterday, we were delighted to welcome prospective families to our Open Morning for children due
to start school in September 2027. It was lovely to meet families and to have the opportunity to show
them around our school and share what makes Denver such a special place.

If you know of any families with children due to start school next September who were unable to

attend, please let them know that they are very welcome to arrange a tour of the school by contacting
the school office.

Shoebox Appeal

Just a reminder that we are continuing to support the Shoebox Appeal this year. If your child would
like to donate an individual item to be included in a shoebox, or would like to fill a whole shoebox,
please send donations into school after the half-term break. Thank you, as always, for your kindness
and generosity in supporting this worthwhile appeal.

Christian Value

Each half term, we focus on a different Christian value, which is woven throughout our curriculum,
Collective Worship and daily school life. During the first half of the autumn term, our focus has been
Thankfulness, encouraging the children to recognise and appreciate the many things for which we
can be grateful.
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After half term, our new Christian value will be Peace. Through lessons, Collective Worship and
opportunities for reflection, the children will explore what peace means, how we can find peace
within ourselves and how we can help to create peace in our relationships, our school community
and the wider world.

Courageous Advocacy

Courageous advocacy is the act of speaking out or taking action against an issue of injustice, often on
behalf of those whose voices are not heard. At Denver, we encourage children to think about causes
they care deeply about and support them in becoming courageous advocates who make a positive
difference in the world around them.

We know that many of our children carry out acts of kindness, fundraising, environmental work, and
community service both in and out of school. Please do continue to share these examples with us so

that we can celebrate and inspire others through their acts of courageous advocacy.

Together, we can help our children understand that even small actions can make a big difference.

Poppy Appeal

Members of our School Council will be selling poppies and other Poppy Appeal items after lunch each
day until 11" November. If your child would like to make a purchase or donation, please send any
money into schoolin a purse, wallet or clearly named envelope to help ensure it is kept safe and does
not get lost. Thank you for supporting this year’s Poppy Appeal.

Poppies

A huge thank you to all the children who decorated the poppy leaves they brought home last
weekend. The children in Redwood Class also wrote some beautiful prayers. Their words were
thoughtful, reflective and full of gratitude as they considered the importance of remembrance and
peace.
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This week, Heidi, Jonathan, Carole and Reverend Nigel
kindly came into school to help transform the
decorated leaves into beautiful poppies. The finished
poppies look wonderful and will be displayed in St
Mary’s Church as part of our Remembrance
commemorations.




Thank you to everyone who contributed to this special project and took time to remember all those
who have lost their lives through conflict. It has been a meaningful way for our children to reflect
ahead of Remembrance Day and to consider the importance of hope and peace in our world.

Attendance Matters

At Denver VC Primary School, we are committed to ensuring every child has the best possible
opportunity to succeed. Research consistently shows that children who attend school regularly are
more likely to achieve well academically, build positive friendships and social skills, develop a strong
sense of belonging, and gain the knowledge and confidence needed for future success. Every school
day counts, and even small improvements in attendance can make a significant difference to a child's
progress and wellbeing.

Our overall school attendance so far this year is 97.7% which is above our aspirational target of 97%.
With everyone's support, we are confident we can continue to achieve this.

To encourage and celebrate good attendance, we recognise the class with the highest attendance
each week during Celebration Assembly and highlight our monthly attendance figures in the
newsletter.

October Attendance
Cherry Tree Class 98.3%
Oak Tree Class 97.7%
Holly Tree Class 96.1%

Congratulations to Redwood Class for achieving the highest attendance in October!

Earlier this term, we shared a letter from the Local Authority outlining the national expectations
regarding school attendance. In line with the guidance set out in Working Together to Improve School
Attendance, Fixed Penalty Notices may be issued where the relevant criteria are met. A copy of this
letter, along with our updated Attendance Policy, can be found on our school website.

We continue to monitor attendance closely and where attendance becomes a concern, Mrs Jones will
contact families at an early stage to offer support and guidance and help identify any barriers to
regular attendance.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child's attendance, please do not hesitate to
contact Mrs Jones through the school office. We are always happy to work together with families to
support good attendance and ensure every child can thrive.
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Together, let's make every school day count!

Out of Hours Communication

As areminder, if you need to contact the school urgently outside of normal school hours or during the
half term break, for example if you have a safeguarding concern, please use our dedicated email
address: worried@denver.norfolk.sch.uk A member of staff will review your message and respond
as soon as possible.

Young Carers by Mrs Wright

Tuesday was our first Young Carers session, and the children were chomping at the bit to get started!

The children all got involved in making a delicious batch of cupcakes. They started by weighing out the
ingredients before following the recipe and mixing everything together. Once the cupcakes were
baked and cooled, it was time for the fun part: piping on the buttercream and adding plenty of
sprinkles!

Finally, came the most important task of all... the taste test! We had to make sure they tasted as
delicious as they smelled, after all!

It goes without saying that I’m no Mary Berry, and as they say, the proofis in the pudding!
Below, we have a cupcake made by Mrs Fenn’s group and one made by my group.

Can you guess which is which? @

Cherry Tree Class Learning Café by Mr Cawley

On Tuesday morning, we welcomed parents and carers into Cherry Tree Class for our first Learning
Café, based around Julia Donaldson's The Scarecrows' Wedding. With our Harvest Festival taking
place later in the week, it seemed a fitting choice of story!

We started the morning by sharing the story together, looking at the characters and predicting what
might happen, before the children and their grown-ups set off to explore the different activities on
offer. There was plenty to keep everyone busy! Outside, the children collected leaves, flowers and
other natural treasures to make their own harvest crowns, whilst inside there were scarecrows to
make, Betty's flowers to create and farm animals to explore. Harry O'Hay had also managed to lose
some of his wedding items, so there was a hunt to find those too!

Page | 5



Pumpkin carving and decorating, along with some rather messy harvest slime, added to the fun,
whilst the mud kitchen was busy producing a variety of interesting pumpkin soups! As always, the
children were keen to get stuck in, and it was lovely to see the parents joining in too.

We finished the morning by coming back together to share some of our creations and think about the
things we are thankful for, linking nicely with our Harvest celebrations.

The morning was a really positive experience, and we received some lovely feedback from parents. It
was a great opportunity for the children to share their learning environment with their families and for
parents to see just how much learning can take place through play. A big thank you to everyone who
came along and helped make the morning such a success. We look forward to our next Learning
Cafe!

Cherry Tree Class RE Day by Mr Cawley

God's Wonderful World - Precious People, Precious Planet

On Wednesday, Cherry Tree Class enjoyed a whole day of RE activities, exploring two aspects of
Christianity — Creation and Incarnation. Our theme was 'Precious People, Precious Planet’, and we
spent the day thinking about why Christians believe the world is special and why we should care for
both our environment and one another.

We started the morning with a mystery basket containing some of the wonderful things we find in our
world, before exploring the Christian Creation story in a rather different way! Mr Cawley took on the
role of God (not particularly convincingly!) as we gradually created the world in a tuff tray. There was
water poured in to make the seas, a light to represent day and night, and a collection of toy animals
and other objects to bring the story to life. It was a lovely way for the children to see the story unfold,
even if Mr Cawley's acting skills left a little to be desired!

The children then became "Wonderful World Explorers', heading outside with magnifying glasses to
search for things that were tiny, beautiful, colourful or growing. There was plenty to discover,
including some things we might ordinarily walk straight past!

Our morning continued with a range of practical activities, including investigating minibeasts,
creating creatures from playdough and natural materials, and building little shelters for wildlife. We
also explored 'Operation TREASURE', thinking about the practical things we can do to look after our
school environment, from caring for plants to helping wildlife and keeping our surroundings tidy.

In the afternoon, our attention turned from our precious planet to precious people. A mystery treasure
box containing a mirror helped us to explore the Christian belief that every person is special and
unique. We shared the story of Jesus welcoming the children and thought about how we can make
others feel included and valued. There were fingerprints to investigate, self-portraits to create and
even a hunt for a missing golden coin!

As often happens when the children are enjoying themselves, time was not entirely on our side, and
we didn't quite manage to fit everything in. However, it was a busy and enjoyable day, with lots of
opportunities for the children to explore some quite big ideas in a practical and meaningful way.
Hopefully, the children came away with a greater understanding of why Christians believe both our
world and the people in it are precious, and how even the smallest actions can make a difference.
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Just a reminder that our popular playgroup, Supertots, takes place every Wednesday from 9.30am to
10.30am and is supported by students from Downham Market Academy (DMA). Supertots provides a
wonderful opportunity for pre-school children and their parents/carers to play, learn, and socialise in
a friendly and welcoming environment. We would be grateful if you could help spread the word to
friends, family members, and the wider community, as we are always keen to welcome new families.
We still looking for volunteers to help support the running of the playgroup. If you have some spare
time on a Wednesday morning and would be willing to help, even on an occasional basis, please
contact me for further information.

RE Enrichment Day

This week, the children enjoyed a special RE Enrichment Day centred around our Big Question: ‘Why
might Christians thank God for creation, and how can we show that we are thankful for the world and
people around us?’

Throughout the day, the children explored the wonder of creation and reflected on the many things
and people we can be thankful for. Together, we created a Community Wall of Thanks, recognising
the special people in our lives and our wider community. The children also wrote prayers of
thankfulness and made their own thankfulness pledges, thinking about how gratitude can be shown
through our actions.

Our key message for the day was simple: if we are thankful for something, we should value it, and if
we value it, we should care for it.

We captured this in three important words for the children to remember: Notice. Thank. Care.

Harvest Service

Today, we enjoyed a wonderful Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church, bringing our school and church
community together to celebrate and give thanks.

The children were fantastic throughout the service and their singing was truly wonderful. We were
incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and confidence with which they shared their songs.

It was a lovely opportunity to come together in thankfulness and to let our light shine within our
community. Thank you to everyone who joined us and made the celebration so special.

As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are once again pleased to be supporting Downham Market
Foodbank. If you are able to make a donation, we would be very grateful for any non-perishable food
items, household items or toiletries. Donations can be brought to the school gate after half term and
placed in the blue donations bin.

Members of our School Council will then deliver all the donations to the foodbank on Wednesday 4™
November, on behalf of our school community.

Thank you, as always, for your kindness and generosity. Your donations will help to support local
families in need and are very much appreciated.
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Reading for Pleasure Group

On Tuesday afternoons after school, Sarah and Jenny from Words and Wonder bookshop in
Downham Market has been leading a special Reading for Pleasure group for our children.

The group has enjoyed discovering some wonderful books together and taking part in a range of fun
and creative activities inspired by their reading. It has been fantastic to see the children’s enthusiasm
for books and stories and, most importantly, to see them enjoying reading together.

The project will culminate in a special celebration event at Words and Wonder bookshop on 10t
November, which we are sure will be a lovely way to bring the sessions to a close.

A huge thank you to Sarah and Jenny, and to everyone who has taken part. It has been wonderful to
see such a great turnout and so much enthusiasm for reading!

SEND Update

Parent Café

We are delighted to be holding our next Parent Café on Tuesday 24 November at 2.00pm.
Representatives from the Schools and Community Team, Family Hub and Kids Norfolk/Parent Carer
Services will be joining us.

Please do come along for a cup of tea or coffee and an informal chat. It will be a great opportunity to
meet other parents and carers, share experiences and talk with professionals who can offer
information, advice and support. Everyone is very welcome.

We Need Your Views

We have recently updated our SEND Information Report and SEND Policy, with a particular focus on
making the information as clear, accessible and parent-friendly as possible. Both documents can be
found on our school website under the SEND section.

We would really value parents’ views on these documents and would like to form a small parent/carer
working group to help us consider how they could be improved further. If you would be interested in
being part of this group, please let me know. Your views and experiences are extremely valuable to us
and will help us continue to improve our SEND provision and communication with families.

SEND Support Plans

A gentle reminder to parents and carers of children with SEND to please sign and return your child’s
support plan to school as soon as possible. We really value your comments and feedback, so please
do share your views on the plan with us. Your voice is an important part of ensuring that we work
together to provide the right support for your child.

Just a reminder that the School Age Immunisation Service will be offering flu vaccinations in school
on 11th November and 1st December. Parents and carers must provide consent using the link sent
directly by the Immunisation Team.
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School Photographer

Just a reminder that our school photographer will be visiting on Monday 2nd November, the first day
back after half term, to take individual and sibling photographs.

Please ensure that children come to school in full school uniform and looking their very best for their
photographs. Details of how to view and order photographs will be shared with families once they are
available.

Purple for Polio Day

On 13" October, our school was a sea of purple as we came together to support Purple for Polio Day!
Purple for Polio is a global campaign led by Rotary International, raising awareness and funds to help
eradicate polio. Thanks to worldwide efforts, enormous progress has been made, but the campaign
continues to work towards a future where no child suffers from this preventable disease.

We were delighted to welcome Claire Jacques from Downham Rotary, who led a Collective Worship
and helped the children understand more about the campaign and how even small actions can make
a big difference to the lives of others around the world.

We are thrilled to share that we raised a fantastic £81.11 for this very worthy cause.

Well done and thank you to everyone for your wonderful generosity and support!
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RSHE Update

Holly Class

This term has been very busy. We have elected our classroom representatives to the school council,
the eco committee and our well-being ambassador. We have also discussed what makes a good
learning environment in class and the expectations of one another. 'If what you are doing interferes
with learning, hurts someone's feelings or prevents you being your best self, then you need to make
better choices.'

Page | 9



Outdoor Learning Update from Mr Cawley

Wednesday 7" October

The first (of only 2 this term) of our outdoor learning sessions for the Reception children enjoyed a
slightly cooler session. It was a chance for the younger children to enjoy the areas of the school which
they ordinarily wouldn’t have the opportunity to access. With the introductions to the adults and
helpers out of the way, it didn’t take too long for the children to settle quickly to the virtues of the
digging area and the mini beast hunt. The children had the opportunities to create their own ‘natural’
mini beast models, but as often happens, time was not on our side! Still, they enjoyed it, and are now
looking forward to some den building as their final session next week.

Wednesday 14" October

The final week (of two!) for the reception children was a chance for them to create their own dens. We
supplied them with a range of materials for covering their creations and poles to make their various
structures (with the help of the older children and the adults!) It was great to see that their creativity
meant for a variety of different designs. They worked together and made it their own, showing
consideration for doors (albeit imaginary!) windows and interior designs! It will be the turn of the KS2
children after the holiday, but we will welcome back the Reception group in the new year. Thanks
once again to Mrs Collins, Will, Ben, Peter and Kelly for giving up their time to make the club possible.

Update from the Chair of Governors

Message from our new Chair of Governors, Dr Jonathan Webster

It is with pleasure that | take on the role as Chair of Governors. Thank you to Carole Reich who has
held the ‘baton’ for the last 4 years. | have been a Foundation Governor for the past 2 years in Denver,
a role which aims to uphold the values of a faith based school. | recently retired from the University of
East Anglia where | had worked for the past 5 2 years. Prior to that my career was spent working for
the NHS in London and the South East.

Having two sons that have been through the education system | know how important inspirational
learning is to ignite young minds. Frequently, | am struck by how ‘special’ Denver VC Primary School
is— | see in the children such positive energy and joy in learning.

The time | spend in school is really important. The poppies the children made this last week were
really amazing — please do take a look in St Mary’s Churches in Denver and Bexwell when the poppies
are displayed to mark Remembrance Sunday.

My role is to support Mrs Jones and the teaching team in Denver in helping our school grow and
develop ensuring we provide the best possible learning and education for all the children attending. If
ever you want to contact me, my email address is: jwebster@denver.norfolk.sch.uk

| look forward to meeting you over the coming months either in School or when | am walking my two
dogs in Denver! Wishing you a relaxing half term break.
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Governor Vacancies

We have vacancies on our Governing Body and are seeking people interested in taking up this
important role. Governors are responsible for ensuring the strategic direction of the school, its
performance and the use of resources to support learning. As a governor you will help to ensure that
our Church of England Primary School provides the best education it can for children, parents and our
local community. Being a governor can be very enjoyable and worthwhile, more information about the
role can be found at:

https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx

If you would like to talk to someone about becoming a governor, please contact either Mrs Jones or Dr
Jonathan Webster, Chair and Foundation Governor at jwebster@denver.norfolk.sch.uk

Friends of Denver School Update

It’s been a short month with the longer half-term break, but there are still a few PTA
updates to share.

e Class photos: If you're still waiting for your order, please check your email or
your child’s school bag for details of any outstanding balance. or contact the
friends directly on Friends@denver.norfolk.sch.uk

’ Time capsule: Thank you to Rosie for arranging a lovely plaque and rose to mark the burial site of
our 150th-anniversary time capsule.

'E' Bags2School: Collection will happen first thing on Thursday, 19th November. Please check the
bagin your child’s book bag for full details. Every donation helps us raise valuable funds for the
school!

#ed Reception photos: The proofs are ready, but with the school printer currently out of action, sales
will begin when we return in November.

Wishing everyone a lovely half-term break!
Nanci Lima Abraham

Acting Chair, Friends of Denver School

Sports News by Mrs Henden

Cycle to School Week

The week beginning 5" October was cycle to school week. It was good to see
many children cycling and scooting into school to boost their fitness and
support reducing our carbon footprint. The children involved have received a
certificate in recognition of their efforts. Thank you for your support in helping
this.

Page | 11



Cross Country

Our annual cross country intra-festival was held on Wednesday 14™" October. Children from years 1 to
6 competed against their own year groups, the top three finishers receiving certificates. It was great to
see so many people striving to do their best and the others being so supportive, cheering them on.
Our early half term break means that we are unable to attend he cluster event which is next week.
However, we are hopeful that those with a top three finish may may be able to attend a tournament at

the Orchard school later in the year.

Autumn Term

2nd Monday Children return to school
2nd Monday School Photographs
oth Monday Parent Consultations
11t Wednesday | Parent Consultations
11t Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting

November 2026 | 11t Wednesday | Flu Immunisations
12t Thursday School Council Meeting
18t Wednesday | DT Day Holly Tree Class
19t Thursday Bags2School
20" Friday Bikeability Level 1 Training Holly Tree Class
26" Thursday Christmas Fayre
4t Friday Decoration Day
7t Monday Christingle Service — 2pm St Mary’s Church
gth Tuesday Young Carers Session

December 2026 | gt Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
10t Thursday School Council Meeting
17t Thursday Pantomime (Y1-Y6)
17t Thursday Cherry Tree Class Party
18t Friday Carol Service — 1.30pm St Mary’s Church
18" Friday Last day of autumn term

Spring Term

4t Monday Children return to school
gt Friday Redwood Class Swimming
14t Thursday School Council Meeting

January 2027 15t Friday Redwood Class Swimming
20" Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
22n Friday Redwood Class Swimming
25M Monday Active Kids Y1
29t Friday Redwood Class Swimming

February 2027 5th Friday Redwood Class Swimming
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gth Tuesday Young Carers Session
11t Thursday School Council Meeting
12t Friday Redwood Class Swimming
12t Friday RE Enrichment Day
15t-19" School closed for half term
22nd Thursday Children return to school
22nd Monday Girls’ Football Tournament
24t Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
26t Friday Redwood Class Swimming
5th Friday Redwood Class Swimming
11t Thursday School Council Meeting
12t Friday Redwood Class Swimming
15t Monday Bee Netball Tournament

March 2027 19t Friday Redwood Class Swimming
23 Tuesday Cluster Netball Tournament
23 Tuesday Young Carers Session
24 Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
25 Thursday Cluster Football Tournament
25 Thursday Last day of spring term

Summer Term
12t Monday Children return to school
20" Tuesday Girls’ Football Tournament
. 22nd Thursday Bags2School

April 2027 27t Tuesday Tri Golf Tournament
29t Thursday School Council Meeting
30t Friday Crucial Crew Y6
3 Monday School closed for Bank Holiday
5th Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
20" Thursday Dynamos Cricket
25 Tuesday Young Carers Session

May 2027 27 Thursday School Council Meeting
28 Friday RE Enrichment Day
28 Friday Sponsored Walk
31st- 4t School closed for half term
7t Monday Children return to school
gth Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
14t Monday Girls’ Cricket Tournament
21 Monday Quad Kids

June 2027 22nd Tuesday Sports Day 9.30am
23 Wednesday | Reserve Sports Day
24t Thursday School Council Meeting
25t Friday Y5/6 Mini Tennis
29t Tuesday Area Sports
7t Wednesday | Eco Committee Meeting
12t Monday Active Kids

July 2027 13t Tuesday Young Carers
15t Thursday School Games Festival
22nd Thu Last day of summer term
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